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The nearest residential properties are ~10 m with a cluster of houses in the village of Postcombe close to the 
northern site boundary. Another two properties lie ~20 m from the site boundary, one in the south west and 
one in the north east. The village of Lewknor lies ~450 m to the south of the site.  

2.2 Proposed Development Description 
The Proposed Development would comprise a solar PV array with an export capacity of approximately 49.9 
MW covering an area of 83 ha, with an indicative maximum panel heigh of 3.2 m.  

The solar PV panel layout will be determined following site surveys and a design iteration process. The final 
design submitted will include an onsite substation, inverters, transformers and access tracks across the site, 
all within the development boundary. The proposed red line boundary is seen in Figure 2.1.  

The Proposed Development will include the installation of rows of solar photovoltaic panels, ancillary cables, 
and substations surrounded by a perimeter fence for security. There will be two points of access, one for 
each the land parcels that straddle the M40.  Access to the eastern site will be taken from either an existing 
agricultural access or purpose built access junction on the A40 to the south of Postcombe. Access to the 
western parcel is likely to be taken from Salt Lane either from an existing agricultural access or purpose built 
access junction.  Access between the two parcels will be taken using the A40 and Salt Lane. Removal of 
hedgerows or mature trees is not anticipated as part of the proposed works, but trimming may be required 
over the existing tracks or at field gates. 

The Proposed Development would introduce new infrastructure (mainly solar panels) into a landscape 
currently utilised for agricultural purposes. It is acknowledged that there will be some landscape and visual 
effects arising as a result of the Proposed Development. Based on initial analysis, the main visual receptors 
of the Proposed Development are likely to be the users of The Ridgeway National Trail, Swans Way, the 
Oxfordshire Way and the Chilterns AONB as well as residents of Lewknor village, Aston Rowant and 
Postcombe. 

The Proposed Development would utilise natural resources to generate clean green renewable energy. No 
waste would be produced by onsite processes during the operational phase. Any construction wastes would 
be appropriately managed through construction best practice set out in a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP). 

2.3 Cumulative Developments  
The EIA Regulations state that cumulative effects should be considered as a part of the EIA. It will therefore 
be important to consider the cumulative effects of the Proposed Development with other developments in 
the area, including those that are currently operational, consented and in planning. The cumulative 
assessment will also consider the cumulative effects of different elements of the Proposed Development on 
environmental media and sensitive receptors, and in particular the cumulative effects of different effects 
upon individual and groups of receptors. 

According to the UK Renewable Energy Planning Database updated in August 2022 and a search of the SODC 
planning portal, there is one approved ground-mounted solar farm within 5 km of the site. This is Harlesford 
Solar Farm (49.9 MW, 3km to the north of the site). This is shown in Figure 2.3.  

It should be noted that this list of cumulative developments will be kept up to date throughout the EIA 
process, up to an agreed point prior to submission of the application. We welcome any further information 
from stakeholders on additional proposed solar farm developments that should be considered. 
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6. Cultural Heritage 
6.1 Introduction  
This section outlines the baseline archaeological and cultural heritage conditions within the site and study 
areas and outlines the methodology that will be utilised for the identification and assessment of direct and 
settings effects on heritage assets within the Environmental Statement (ES). This section also considers the 
potential for significant effects on heritage assets arising from the Proposed Development and highlights 
instances where mitigation measures may be required. 

6.2 Baseline Description  
6.2.1 Site Context 

This assessment has been informed by a review of the National Heritage List for England (NHLE), maintained 
by Historic England (HE), a data extract of the Oxfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER), review of 
archival, photographic and cartographic sources and a site walkover survey, for the creation of the scoping 
baseline. Assets noted below are shown on Figure 6.1 and Figure 6.2 and listed in the gazetteer in Appendix 
C. 

The site is located north of Lewknor and immediately south of the village of Potscombe. There are no 
designated heritage assets within the proposed site boundary. Lewknor Conservation Area (Asset 95) is 
located to the south of the site and Aston Rowant Conservation Area (Asset 96) is located to the east as is 
Kingston Blount Conservation Area (Asset 97) which lies just within 2km of the site.  

The eastern extent of the Grade II Registered Shirburn Castle Gardens (Asset 98) lies just within 2km of the 
site, to its southwest. 

A total of 61 Listed Buildings are located within 2km of the site. The majority of these are Grade II Listed and 
located within the above noted Conservation Areas or the villages of Adwell to the northwest, which includes 
the Grade II* Listed Adwell House (Asset 107), South Weston to the southeast, and Potscombe to the north. 
A few other individual Listed Buildings or groups of Listed Buildings are located in wider rural landscape. The 
Grade I Listed Church of St Andrew (Asset 103) is located to the northwest at Wheatfield, as is the Grade II* 
Listed Wheatfield Park Coach House, Stables and Farmhouse (Asset 102). Whilst the Grade I Listed Church of 
St Margaret (Asset 12) is located within Lewknor and the Grade II* Listed Church of St Peter and St Paul 
(Asset 10) is located within Aston Rowant. The Grade I Listed Church Farm, Barn Approximately 30 Metres 
East South East Of Farmhouse (Asset 17) is also located within Lewknor. 

Oxfordshire HER records five findspots within the site. These were identified by the M40 Research Group 
during fieldwalking undertaken in advance of the extension of the M40 from Stokenchurch to Waterstock 
Crossroads in Great Milton (Rowley, 1973). Medieval pottery (Asset 34) was recovered from the 
northeastern portion of the site; whilst a number of finds including Roman (Asset 21), Anglo-Saxon (Asset 
22) and medieval (Asset 23) pottery were recovered from the southwestern portion. A medieval buckle 
(Asset 23) and a post-medieval silver coin (Asset 26) are also recorded as having been recovered from the 
southwestern portion of the site. 

Lower Icknield Way Roman Road (Asset 40) forms the southern boundary of the site and may have originated 
as a prehistoric trackway. 

A possible Bronze Age round barrow (Asset 6) is recorded north of the southwestern portion of the site at 
Adwell Cop, as were three Anglo-Saxon burials (Asset 31). The location of a medieval moat, dovecot and fish 
ponds (Asset 39) associated with the no longer extant Nethercote House, are located to the west of the site, 
just north of Nethercote Lane. The house is recorded as having burned down in 1871. 

The Ordnance Survey (OS) map published in 1883 depicts the majority of the site within enclosed fields, likely 
agricultural fields. Buildings associated with Nethercote are located in the southwest corner of the field. A 
number of avenues aligned southwest are recorded across the southern area of the western portion of the 

































https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/maps/5d2477d8d04b41d4bbc9a8742f858f4d
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15. Summary  
This EIA Scoping Report outlines the proposed technical and environmental assessment that will be included 
within the ES for the Proposed Development and summarised in Table 15.1 below. The proposed scope and 
methodologies for each assessment have been provided and the guidance to be followed set out. Should 
any further information be required in order that a full EIA Scoping Opinion can be provided we would be 
happy to provide further information and/or discuss any further requirements. 

Table 15.1 Summary of Topics Scoped In or Out of EIA 

Technical Topics Scoped In/Out Notes 

Landscape and Visual Scoped In  

Ecology & Ornithology Scoped In  

Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Scoped In  

Noise Scoped Out  

Flood Risk and Drainage Scoped Out Flood Risk Assessment and Preliminary 
Drainage Strategy to be submitted with 
planning application 

Traffic and Transport Scoped Out Combined CTMP and Transport 
Statement to be submitted with 
planning application 

Socio-economics Scoped Out  

Arboriculture Scoped Out  Tree and hedgerow survey to be 
undertaken and AIA will support the 
planning application 

Land Use and Agriculture Scoped Out ALC Report to be submitted with 
planning application 

Glint and Glare Scoped Out Glint and Glare Report to be submitted 
with planning application 

Air Quality Scoped Out  
 

In line with the requirements of Regulation 15(4) of the EIA Regulations, we request that SODC provide a 
formal Scoping Opinion within five weeks of receipt of this request.  
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Badger assessment 
3.22 The only record for badgers was from the base of the Chilterns, approximately 
1.5km to the south -east of the site.  
 
3.23 Despite this dearth of records, evidence of b adger presence was recorded in 
various locations either side of the motorway. The evidence was typically in the 
form of badger paths, dung -pits, which sometimes formed latrines, and areas of 
scarification containing snuffle holes . No setts or any major levels of badger 
activity was reco rded within the site .    

Reptile  assessment 
3.24 No records for reptiles exist within the area, although common lizard and 
slowworm have been recorded in the Chiltern area .  
 
3.25 There is some potential for reptiles to occur along the route of the M40 but  in 
general the manner by which the site is managed is unlikely to support reptiles .  

Bird assessment  
3.26 No specific bird assessment has been performed as part of the survey as it is 
presumed that an abundance of bird species occur in association with the  woodland 
habitats within the area . It should however be noted that skylark were recorded 
across the arable area. It was presumed that nesting activity was taking place at 
several locations on the edge of  the tramlines across the area  but no attempt was 
made to locate nest s.  

Other species assessment  
3.27 European hedgehogs have been recorded from the Lewknor area in recent 
times although no evidence of European hedgehog was encountered within the site . 
However, it is unlikely that this  species would be present within the site but might 
occur in association with the woodland margins of the area.  
 
3.28 Roe deer were encountered within the  area as well as brown hare and 
droppings of the same were discovered in various locations throughout the area.  
 





4.9 No potential bat roosting sites were identified as part of the survey. However, the 
numbers of trees present within and around the area made it impossible to check every 
tree in o rder to rule out the possibility of potential bat roosting.  

Badger appraisal  
4.10 No badger setts were recorded within the area and no existing records of badger in 
the area occur. However, the evidence of badger presence was recorded within both parts 
of the site.  

Dormice appraisal  
4.11 No existing dormice records occur within 2km of the site, although dormice occur in 
the woodlands within the nearby Chilterns. The woodland habitats within the area have 
some moderate potential for dormice but currently the re are no plans to have any impact 
upon these marginal woodlands.  

Reptile appraisal  
4.12 No records of reptiles within 2km of the site occur. It is not thought that reptiles are 
likely to occur within the area, although it remains possible that reptiles c ould occur along 
the motorway margins.  
 
4.13 Consequently, should arable management be suspended in advance of the 
construction of the solar array then it is advised that a reptile survey be conducted along a 
strip adjacent to the motorway corridor.  

Brown hare appraisal  
4.14 The presence of brown hare within the site needs to be considered  and it is 
recommended that a population assessment be made after harvest to determine numbers 
of animals present within the area.   
 
4.15 It is typically the case that brown hare populations respond favourably to the 
construction of solar arrays . However, measures are required to ensure that the local 
population of this species is maintained during the construction phase of the solar array.  

Bird appraisal  
4.16 Skylark activity within the site indicates that these birds already nest within the 
arable land . It is therefore predicted that once arable production is suspended the 
resulting non-ruderal vegetation that arises (usually containing expanses of scentless a nd 
scented mayweed with a diversity of annual weed species) will attract considerable 
numbers of nesting skylark.  
 
4.17 It is  therefore  recommended that a strategy be agreed that includes a full assessment 
of skylark nesting activities within the site as well as providing the specific timings of 
vegetation clearance across the site to avoid periods when skylark might be  nesting.  
 
4.18 No autumn or winter assessment has been made in terms of late season bird 
assessments and arable areas such as this. It is  anticipated that late season and winter 
bird presence would be relatively high,  especially in an area where nearby woodlands and 
tall grassland offer additional roosting cover and foraging opportunities. It is therefore 
recommended that a winter bird surv ey be conducted.  
  





and therefore require about 70 tubes positioned throughout a season. Tubes need to 
be positioned in dense scrub vegetation to reduce predati on.  

Brown hare 
5.1.7 It  has been reported that where solar arrays are positioned within areas where 
brown hares occur, the protection from predation and persecution offered by the 
installation results in an increase in brown hare populations. It is therefore 
considered unnecessary to conduct further assessments of brown hare unless it is 
necessary to conduct population studies of such species before and after the 
construction of the solar array.  

Hedgehog 
5.1.8 It is  not presumed that European hedgehogs occur within the site  but  as the 
habitat present generally occur along the road network . Therefore, no surveys for 
this species are required at this stage.  

Preliminary recommendations for mitigation  
5.2 It is not possible to provide a full account for mitigation other than to say that the 
proposals for developing an area of arable land offers considerable opportunities for 
ecological enhancements. Indeed, the calibrations for net -gain within a propose solar 
array is only complicated in terms of the total amount of land that can sup port grassland 
habitat and the nutrient levels (in particular the phosphate levels within the soil) . It is not 
just essential that phosphate levels are at reasonably low levels to promote a higher 
diversity of grassland species but it also makes the manage ment of the land considerably 
easier.  

Badger 
5.2.1 Access across the site may be provided through the incorporation of gaps in 
fencing large enough for badgers to squeeze through.   

Bats 
5.2.2 Although no assessment of bats has been undertaken, it is suspected that solar 
arrays have a negative impact upon bat foraging and may discourage bats from 
commuting across or adjacent to solar arrays. It is therefore recommended that 
buffers are imposed in areas where bats occur, which is most likely to be along 
woodland margins and high hedgerows.  

Nesting birds 
5.2.3 The clearance of vegetation and the commencement of works should take 
place outside the main bird nesting season (March to August inclusive). If works need 
to start within this period, then a thorough assessment is required to determine 
whether bird nesting occurs. It should be noted that the suspension of arable 
production in advance of proposed development work is likely to promote an 
dramatic increase in skylark nesting in the spring as well as autum nal bird foraging 
on left grain as well as seed from arable weeds.  

Brown hare 
5.2.4 It has already been noted that brown hare benefit from solar array 
developments. Therefore, as long as access to brown hare is permitted, the 
population should increase wi thout further encouragement.  

European hedgehogs 
5.2.5 All hedgerows and areas of dense continuous scrub should be checked for 
hedgehog presence prior to commencement of works . If present then works should 
not occur during period s when females are rearing y oung or over the winter months. 



Mitigation and compensation measures should be included within the scheme and 
include the provision of nesting and hibernation habitat away from areas impacted 
by proposed works. Post construction provision for this species should be included 
within the design of the scheme and include access routes for foraging within and 
around the proposed development area.  

Preliminary recommendations for compensation  
5.3 Where mitigation is not sufficient to eliminate impacts upon ecolog y, it will be 
necessary to implement compensatory measures so that habitats and species can 
development in new locations. Most compensatory measures are instigated during or after 
impacts have occurred but, in some circumstances where the status of the spe cies or the 
habitat qualifies as priority, it is necessary that compensation has become well -
established prior to destruction of habitats and features have taken place.  

Habitat  
5.3.1 Under the current NPPF habitat loss needs to be fully compensated for. 
Indeed, with the introduction of the 10% BNG policy, land that is not being included 
within the development but is contained within the redline boundary is expected to 
demonstrate at least a 10% biodiversity enhancement.  
 
5.3.2 It is usually anticipated th at the development of a solar array on arable land 
provides an opportunity for ecological enhancements to meet the BNG 10% level. 
However, investigations of soil chemistry and measures to reduce nutrient levels is 
an important component in the establishmen t of high -quality grassland habitat.   
 
5.3.3 Any losses or damage to priority woodland habitat cannot be compensated for 
and instead such impacts would have to be avoided .  

Hedgehog 
5.3.4 Where hedgehogs are identified as being present the use of artificial nesting 
sites should be considered along with the creation of brash piles that hedgehogs 
could use for nesting and hibernation that is away from areas of disturbance.  

Bats 
5.3.5 The provision of additional roosting habitat at a distance from the site is likely 
to provide additional opportunities for bats. Bat boxes can be positioned on trees 
with a southerly aspect at approximately 4metres in height. The best results are had 
where low branches are removed along with cluttered overhanging twigs that might 
obscure the warmth of the sun reaching the bat boxes or form an  obstruction to 
bats.  

Ground nesting birds  
5.3.6 Considerable opportunities exist in providing additional habitat for skyl arks and 
other ground nesting bird species. Studies indicate that skylark require uncluttered 
habitat with clear sightlines to avoid predation. Consequently, skylark are unlikely to 
nest within or around a solar array but larger areas within a site managed  as a low 
nutrient hay meadow might be suitable if sufficiently large. As sward needs to 
remain reasonable short throughout the spring and early summer it will be necessary  
to remove enriched topsoil prior to sowing a wildflower seed mix.  
 
5.3.7 Alternati ve approaches in more enriched soils is to plough areas in late winter 
to allow arable weed species to develop in time for the nesting season. The 
abundance of seed produced in the autumn also provides good foraging habitat for 
skylark, linnet, twite, bram bling and other small song birds that are often found 
feeding in flocks.   





6.1 Phase 1 habitat map  



6.2 Site descriptions map  









25. Semi-improved grassland that has been planted with Norway spruce with locally 
abundant ground ivy and contains yarrow, ragwort, cow parsley, daisy, common 
vetch, lesser trefoil, common agrimony, hogweed and bee orchid.  

26. Woodland block of Norway maple, beech, pine, horse chestnut and weeping ash, 
which is bounded by hedge honeysuckle, wayfaring tree and guelder rose. The 
ground flora is mainly cow parsley with lords and ladies and includes a number of 
garden plants such as hellebore.  





6.5 Photographic  record of the site  

  
Description 1 Description 2  

  
Description 3 Description 4  
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