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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Postcombe and Lewknor Solar Farm Limited (the Applicant) appointed Marengo Communications, 

an independent specialist public consultation company, to undertake the pre-application 

community and stakeholder consultation for the proposed development of Postcombe and 
Lewknor Solar Farm; to be located on land at London Road, Lewknor, Oxfordshire, OX49 5RY. The 

site is within the Parish of Lewknor. The site area is c. 85.11ha.  

 

1.2 This document provides a record of the pre-application community and political engagement 
carried out on the proposals for the site between January 2022 and August 2024. It demonstrates 

that a thorough approach has been taken to meaningful pre-application consultation with local 

residents, businesses and community groups, as well as ongoing engagement with councillors and 
officers. 

 

1.3 Activities undertaken as part of the consultation process have included: 

 

• A presentation of the proposals to Lewknor Parish Council, with further visits offered, 

both to Lewknor and Aston Rowant Parish Councils 

• Production of a bespoke website for the proposals 

(www.postcombeandlewknorsolarfarm.co.uk) 

• A public exhibition on the proposals at Lewknor Village Hall, held on 17th July 2024 

• Provision of feedback forms at the exhibition and online via the project website, 

enabling residents and local community members to provide feedback on the 
proposals 

 

1.4 To address the challenges for those members of the community who were unable or 

uncomfortable to attend in-person events, the Applicant provided opportunities to provide online 
feedback via the website, as well as a freephone project phone line and email address for 

consultees to utilise. All postal communication to the local area has been undertaken through 

Royal Mail.  
 

1.5 Throughout the consultation process, a consistently updated Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

website page, freephone telephone number, and project email address were made available, with 

further information for residents, businesses, and stakeholders available on request. A freepost 
address was provided to enable the submission of feedback forms. 

 

1.6 The feedback set out in this report is drawn from 54 individual pieces of formal feedback that have 

been collected through the consultation process.  
 

1.7 The key themes raised during the public consultation were: 

 

• Use of agricultural land 

• Access 

• Proximity of site to residential area 

• Not wanted/needed 

• Type of development 

• Impact on ecology/biodiversity 

• Impact on residents 

• Construction related issues 

• Name of the development did not reflect the location 

 
1.8 This document demonstrates that the Applicant has actively informed the local community about 

the plans and involved them in their development, in accordance with South Oxfordshire and Vale 

of White Horse district councils’ joint Statement of Community Involvement (adopted December 
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2021) and The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024 as updated February 2025) 

and gives an overview of all consultation activity undertaken prior to the current planning 
application submission.    
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2. CONSULTATION PROCESS 

2.1 The objective of the consultation process was to approach local residents, neighbours, key local 

stakeholders, and businesses with an interest in the site, and raise awareness of the proposed 
development, whilst inviting feedback for consideration prior to finalising the design of the 

proposed development and community benefit fund ahead of submitting a planning application to 

South Oxfordshire District Council.  

2.2 The consultation process was carried out in conjunction with pre-application meetings with South 

Oxfordshire District Council’s planning officers. Details of the pre-application consultation can be 
found in the Design and Access Statement and Planning Statement, which will be submitted as part 

of the application. 

2.3 The programme outlined in this SCI reflects the principles for consultation in the Localism Act 

(November 2011) and in the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (update 
published in February 2025). The NPPF states that early engagement has “significant potential to 

improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties.” It also 

indicates that good quality pre-application discussion “enables better coordination between public 

and private resources and improved outcomes for the community.” 

2.4 It also embraces fully The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) adopted in December 2021 
by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils. 

2.5 The consultation process is summarised in the table below. 

Date Action  

January 2022 
Initial engagement with stakeholders including ward members and 

Lewknor Parish Council  

February 2022 Presentation to Lewknor Parish Council 

November 2022 Offer of further Presentation to Lewknor Parish Council 

February 2024 
Launch of the bespoke website 

(www.postcombeandlewknorsolarfarm.co.uk) 

1st July 2024  
A community invitation flyer was mailed to 475 local residents and 

businesses via the Royal Mail 

3rd July 2024 
A copy of the community invitation flyer was sent to key stakeholders via 

email informing them of the proposals 

17th July 2024 A public consultation exhibition was held at Lewknor Village Hall 

2nd August 2024 Close of the pre-submission public consultation  

4th September 2024 
Further letter issued to Lewknor Parish Council, offering further 

engagement 

 

2.6 The methods of engagement used during the consultation process referred to in this document are 

set out below.  

 

 

 

 

 



  6 

2.6.1  Public Exhibition 

A public exhibition was held during the consultation process to present the proposals and capture 

structured feedback. 

Community invitation flyers were posted to 475 addresses (residential and business) surrounding 

the site on the 1st of July 2024, inviting the neighbours in the surrounding area to attend the public 
consultation event on 17th July 2024 as an opportunity to meet with the project team and provide 

feedback on the proposals. 

A copy of the consultation area can be seen in Appendix 1a. 

A copy of the community invitation flyer can be seen in Appendix 1b. 

 

2.6.2  Consultation Website 

A project website (www.lewknorsolarfarm.co.uk) was launched on 28th February 2024. The 

website gave details of the project, consultation, with copies of the exhibition materials about the 

proposals available to download and an online feedback form available to complete, to facilitate 
dialogue with neighbours in the local area and wider community. 

Screenshots of the consultation website can be seen in Appendix 1e.  

 

2.6.3  Project Phoneline 

Throughout the process, a Freephone telephone number (0800 689 5209) was supplied and 
managed by Marengo Communications, providing further information to residents, businesses, 

and stakeholders on request.  
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3. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT  

3.1 The team began engaging with local stakeholders in January 2022. 

3.2 Engagement with stakeholders focused on ensuring that interested parties were able to provide 

feedback as well as ask questions or raise concerns. Stakeholders included the local ward members 
for South Oxfordshire District Council as well as Lewknor Parish Council.  

All stakeholders were also sent invitations to the public events. Cllr Georgina Heritage, ward 

member for Haseley Brook (South Oxfordshire District Council) attended the exhibition, as did a 

number of representatives of both Lewknor and Aston Rowant Parish Councils.  

     
3.3 Members of the project team attended a meeting of Lewknor Parish Council in February 2022, to 

present the initial plans, answer questions, and take feedback. Further meetings have been offered 

between November 2022 and the present but have not been taken up. 

3.4  Lewknor Parish Council, during our engagement with them, raised the following issues and 

questions with us, which we have addressed in person at Parish Council meetings: 

• Visual impact 

• Community benefit 

• Landscape impact 

• Ecology and biodiversity 

• The need for renewable energy 

• Our site selection process 

• The current land use  

• Agricultural land classification 

• Construction access and traffic management 

• Glint and glare 
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4. PRE-SUBMISSION PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

4.1 The pre-submission public consultation was designed to present the proposals in advance of 

submitting a planning application to South Oxfordshire District Council and aimed to understand 
local views towards the proposals. Consultation took the form of a public exhibition advertised to 

the local area.   

4.2 Publicity  

To ensure that residents and businesses, as well as wider community groups, knew that the 

consultation was taking place, the Applicant endeavoured to promote the consultation to the wider 

community. The publicity secured included:  

• A community invitation flyer was issued to 475 addresses (Consultation area map, 

Appendix 1a; Community invitation flyer Appendix 1b). 

• Emails and digital copies of community invitation flyers were issued to key stakeholders. 

• Social media advertising encouraging local residents to take part in the pre-submission 

public consultation. 

 

4.3 Public Exhibition 

A public consultation event was held on 17th July 2024. This was an in-person public exhibition 

held at Lewknor Village Hall where the proposals were presented to stakeholders and members of 

the public to elicit their views.  

 

Date  Event Time  Location 
Number of          
Attendees 

Public Consultation Event 

17th July 2024 
Public 
Consultation 

4:30pm-
8:30pm 

Lewknor Village Hall, 
High Street, Lewknor, 
Watlington, OX49 5TL 

82 

 

The public exhibition display materials included the following information: 

• Why We Need More Solar 

• The Site 

• Proposals 

• Landscape, Ecology, and the 

Environment  

• Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs) 

• Community Benefits  

• About Solar2 

• Timeline and Next Steps 

See Appendix 1d for a copy of the exhibition banners displayed at the in-person public consultation 

event. Hard copies of the exhibition materials were made available upon request at the exhibition.  

 
4.4 Consultation Website    

To expand the reach of the engagement process and make it accessible to the wider community, a 
consultation website was set up to encourage feedback. The content provided on the website 

mirrored the information provided through the in-person consultation event.  

The bespoke website, www.lewknorsolarfarm.co.uk, was first launched on 28th February 2024. In 

response to feedback from the public, the name of the project was changed to Postcombe and 
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Lewknor Solar Farm, and the website URL was updated accordingly to 

www.postcombeandlewknorsolarfarm.co.uk.  

The website contained information on the following: 

• The Proposal 

• Project and Community Benefits 
• Timeline 

• Feedback 

• Project Documents 

• Public Exhibition Information 

• Frequently Asked Questions – 
FAQs 

• Contact 

• About Us 

Screenshots of the consultation website can be seen in Appendix 1e. 

 

4.5 Feedback 

Members of the public who attended the exhibition were asked to complete a feedback form on 

the proposals to record their views on different aspects of the scheme. 

A dedicated Freephone number (0800 689 5209) was provided so that any interested parties could 

ask questions and provide feedback via direct communication with the project team. This included 
being able to request hard copies of the proposals and materials displayed on the website; these 

could be sent out, alongside a paper feedback form and freepost envelope for return of the form.   

 

  

http://www.postcombeandlewknorsolarfarm.co.uk/
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5. FEEDBACK ANALYSIS AND RESPONSE 

5.1 Stakeholders, residents and members of the wider community who took part in the public 

consultation were encouraged to complete a feedback form, to record their views on key aspects 

of the proposals, in order to obtain structured feedback. 

5.2 The form contained one demographic question, three closed questions and two open questions to 
allow for individual comments and feedback (see Appendix 1d).  

5.3 The feedback set out in this report is drawn from 54 sets of feedback collected during the public 

consultation period, through the following feedback mechanisms: 

• 2 responses received through postal submission of completed feedback forms 

• 52 responses received through feedback forms submitted via the project website 

5.4 Quantitative Feedback  

There was one demographic question and three closed questions, one of which gave respondents 
the opportunity to select ‘Other’ and specify where applicable. 

The below analysis relates to these questions. 

 

Q1: About you. 

 

 
 

 
All of those who provided feedback were local residents. Of these local residents, two also own 

local businesses, one was a local council representative. The respondent who chose other did not 
indicate their connection to the local area.  
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Q2: How satisfied are you with the information provided about Lewknor Solar 
Farm? 

 

 
 

Thirty-six per cent of respondents indicated they were satisfied with the information provided 

about the proposals.  

 

Q3: Which of the following best describes your view of the proposals for 
Lewknor Solar Farm? 

 

 
 

26% of respondents indicated they were somewhat or strongly supportive with 68% somewhat 

or strongly opposed to the proposals for Postcombe and Lewknor Solar Farm.  

 

8 (15%)

11 (21%)

17 (32%)

3 (6%)

14 (26%)

Very satisfied

Quite satisfied

Neither

Quite dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

12 (22%)

2 (4%)

3 (6%)

5 (9%)

32 (59%)

Strongly supportive

Somewhat supportive

Undecided

Somewhat opposed

Strongly opposed
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Q4: If proposals for Lewknor Solar Farm are approved, Solar2 is committed to 
providing a community benefit fund equivalent of up to £500 per megawatt of 
export capacity per year. We would like to hear suggestions from the local 
community about local priorities and projects for this fund. Please indicate 
your top five priorities for investment of the community benefit fund. 
 

 
 

 

Q4a: Other (please specify). 
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5.5 Qualitative Feedback 

There were two open questions on the feedback form that encouraged individual comment. The 
comments provided touched on several themes. These themes have been identified and recorded 

within each question, with exemplified responses. Comments representative of the cross-section 

of views expressed under each question and each theme have been extracted from the feedback 
received and included. 

The comments are recorded verbatim, other than spelling being corrected for clarity, and are 
shown in italics. 

 

Q5: If you have other suggestions on how the community benefit fund can be used, please 

let us know. 

 
 
“You shouldn't be using a greenfield site to generate electricity; you have downgraded the 

agricultural designation from 1/2 to 3. These fields have supported good crops yields for centuries.” 

 

“Better transport to local villages, especially elderly and non-drivers.” 
 

“Support the people it affects! House prices will go down. A simple solution for this is free energy for 

houses within eyesight of the Solar farm from anywhere on their property.” 
 

“Postcombe and Lewknor although joined by a Parish Council are separate villages, Lewknor has 

amenities to include, school, park, allotments, village hall whereas Postcombe does not, I therefore 

would suggest the community fund would be spent in Postcombe on social venues, we have absolutely 
nothing here our only place to socialise is the fields where the proposed solar panels are being erected. 

A village hall, a park, allotments, a gathering place, anything would be the right thing to offer us as a 

community.” 
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Q6: Do you have any further comments regarding Lewknor Solar Farm you would like to 

share? 

 
 

Loss of agricultural land 
“With an expanding population we will need this arable land for crops to reduce our carbon footprint 

and we will reduce import from abroad.” 

 

“This should be stopped from the very start, we have a shortage of agricultural land and should not 
be turning these fields over to non-green solar plants.” 

 

Visual impact 
“In the past there have been objections to possible car-parking in Lewknor to serve the M40 bus routes 

because of visual impact north of the Chilterns, so why are solar panels acceptable.” 

 

“All except one of your team accepted that the visual impact from the Ridgeway was significant. This 
is the single most dramatic view anywhere between leaving London and reaching Birmingham and 

you will destroy it.” 

 
Wrong location 

“Build it in brownfield areas away from wildlife and nature.” 

 

“I am in favour of your actual intent for a better green future and would support you in solar panels 
if this was being placed on land that was not arable or in AONB and if it also benefited the local 

community.” 

 
Grade II listed funeral path/ PROW Heritage Designation / AONB 

“The proposed site is within an area of 'Heritage Sensitivity'! Our 'Public Right of Way' does have 

'Heritage Designation'. It is a 'Grade II listed Funeral Path' which has been in use for hundreds of 

years.” 
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“Our plain concern (and I strongly believe the entire village of Postcombe feels the same way) is the 

daily use of the Funeral Path by the village (Postcombe entrance). It is vitally important for our 
mental health and well-being for safe off road walks with far reaching views over beautiful 

countryside.” 

 

Access/construction traffic 
“There should be no access for construction traffic via Salt Lane, and only from London Road A40 

under a permanent speed limit reduction.” 

 
“Ensuring construction vehicles do not have access through village.” 

 

The site will generate power while allowing for biodiversity/ agricultural use 

“Strongly in favour - I believe these projects are important for the following reasons: Secondary 
income for landowners. Increase UKs energy security. Move towards net zero targets. Generate power 

whilst still allowing for biodiversity/agricultural use. Utilise sites already affected by infrastructure 

such as M40, rather than 'pristine' sites." 
 

“It is vital that we urgently develop renewable energy. The climate emergency is real. Cannot continue 

with not in my back yard. Solar panel land can still be used for animal grazing.” 

 
Put solar panels on new build homes/ buildings/ brownfield sites 

“Solar energy should be taken by having solar panels on warehouses and large commercial premises.” 

 
“…we are building a huge number of houses with a considerable roof area which is NOT being used 

for solar panels -- and also Thame has just seen a large area of industrial buildings with considerable 

roof area which would be well suited to the installation of solar panels.” 

 
Proximity to residential homes 

“Strongly opposed due to the top field being far too close to residents despite your info saying it is 

not.” 
 

“Your information states not close to local housing well according to you plans it’s within 100 metres! 

In my book that’s too close!!!” 

 
Solar farm not wanted/ needed 

“Particularly opposed to the field nearest our village being used and think this is a selfish oversight 

based on money and not the environment for residents. We have no other green space in the village.” 
 

“These plans are set to destroy the peace full village of Postcombe with and is set to become a great 

eyesore. House prices within eyesight of this solar farm will plummet.” 

 
“There are two large solar farms currently, we do not need another one ruining the countryside.” 
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5.6  Feedback received via email 

One email containing comments/feedback on the proposals was received during the period of 
public consultation. 

Comments from email feedback covered these main aspects below: 

• Grade II listed funeral path/ 

PROW Heritage Designation / 

AONB  

• Proximity to residential homes 

 

5.7 Our Response to Feedback 

The applicant’s responses to the main themes and issues raised through the feedback received to 

date are provided below. 

 

Topic  Applicant Response  

The Site 

Why have you chosen this 
location?  

Sites must be located close to an area with a grid 
connection that has spare capacity, with a willing 
landowner. The grid across the UK is extremely 
constrained, therefore proximity to a secured grid 
connection is a leading force in site selection. The site is 
physically capable of accommodating the development 
with no policy or physical constraints. 
 

Can you build the solar farm 
elsewhere? 

In order to meet the nation’s ambitious net zero targets, 
there will need to be a large expansion of solar farm 
developments around the country. For the grid 
connection that we have identified locally, we believe 
that this is the best site. 

What is the agricultural 
designation of the site? 

The site is largely a mix of grade 3a (45.5%) and 3b 
(53.2%) agricultural land.  

Is the land used at the moment? The land is presently used to grow arable crops such as 
wheat and oilseed rape. 

Can the site still be used for 
animal grazing/agricultural use? 

Grazing will be able to continue and it is planned that 
sheep will graze the land beneath the solar panels. 

Why is a solar farm needed here?  In the UK we are experiencing a major cost of living 
crisis, of which high energy prices are a major 
contributing factor. Solar energy is one of the cheapest 
methods for generating electricity, and the quickest to 
build out. This site is ideal because it is in close 
proximity to a secured grid connection, which is a 
relatively rare circumstance given how constrained 
grid connection availability is across the UK. It allows an 
efficient electrical connection to the National Grid 
without long cables. 
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How will the site be screened?  The site will be screened using different tree species 
around the site. New hedgerows will be planted along 
the existing ones as well as adding wildflower mix to the 
different green areas. 

Ecology 

How will you ensure biodiversity 
net gain (BNG)?  

We are proposing a range of biodiversity measures to 
ensure that the site has a much richer ecosystem, even 
after construction. These measures include planting a 
woodland area along with different tree species around 
the site. New hedgerows will be planted as well as 
adding wildflower mix to the different green areas. For 
local wildlife to thrive, we will install new habitat 
features. 

What BNG percentage are you 
aiming for?  

Our current calculations suggest our development 
could achieve an increase of 171% in habitat units, well 
above and beyond the legal requirement of 10%. 

Will any trees be lost in 
development?  

One tree will be removed for the solar site access, and 
two hedgerows would be translocated further back into 
the Site, comprising a total of c.143m of hedgerow  
 
There will be significant planting including trees, 
hedges and wildflowers to enhance biodiversity, so any 
trees lost during construction will be more than 
replaced. 

Traffic, access and parking 

Where is the site access?  A Construction and Environmental Management Plan 
(CEMP) will be agreed with the Council, which will set 
out where the site can be accessed from.  

Will there be damage to local 
roads as a result of construction?  

There may be some minor damage to local roads as a 
result of construction. However, any damage will be 
repaired after construction, which will be secured via a 
planning condition.  

Will the site contribute to 
additional traffic?  

During construction there will be vehicles delivering 
material, at the pace of roughly one per hour during the 
working day. This will be managed through the 
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) which 
will be secured via an appropriate condition with 
details agreed with the Council. Once construction has 
completed, there will be minimal vehicle movements 
during the operational phase, which will largely 
comprise occasional maintenance visits from 
contractors using a small vehicle such as a van.  

Solar 

Does solar PV work well in the 
UK? Is it sunny enough?  

Absolutely, Solar panels don’t need direct sunlight to 
operate and produce power all year round, accounting 
for about 4% of national consumption. In the middle of 
a sunny day, they can produce over a quarter of the UK’s 
power. Power from solar development will reduce 
reliance on imported energy to improve UK energy 
security. 
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How does a solar PV installation 
work? 

Photovoltaic (PV) panels are installed in rows on the 
land.  Electrical converters take the DC power which is 
generated by the PV panels and convert this to AC 
power – the standard form of electricity for the National 
Grid.  The power is then stepped up to the required 
voltage and distributed to the grid. 
 
A generation meter records the amount of electricity 
generated and supplied to the grid.  The owner of the 
facility is then paid for the power generated. In return 
for leasing land, the landowner shares in this revenue 
through a rental income.  

How long do PV modules last?  Solar panels are designed to have a long operational life, 
often ranging from 25 to 30 years. Whilst some may 
need replacing during the life of the development 
planning permission is sought for a period of 40 years. 

Is solar expensive?  Solar provides one of the most cost-effective forms of 
electricity in the UK. This year alone solar has been over 
4 x cheaper than gas and 2 x cheaper than nuclear in the 
UK. 

Will solar panels create glint and 
glare issue?  

Solar panels are primarily designed to absorb light for 
energy generation rather than reflecting it. An 
assessment of potential glint and glare impacts has been 
conducted, taking into account nearby sensitive areas 
or receptors. This assessment ensures that any 
potential issues are thoroughly considered and 
mitigated to prevent disruptions or safety hazards. 
A full report has been conducted where impact has been 
found to be minimal. The report states, ‘due to the 
momentary nature of glint and glare effects on route 
receptors as vehicles approach or move away from the PV 
array and the existing hedgerows, the overall impact is 
deemed to be minimal to none.’ 
 
The full report will be available when the planning 
application is submitted via both this website and the 
planning application. 
 

Is solar noisy?  The panels themselves do not produce any noise. If the 
panels are mounted to a tracking frame, then a small 
amount of noise is emitted by the tracking motors – 
however this is negligible and not likely to be heard. The 
inverters have potential to make a small amount of 
noise however this is also deemed negligible, and have 
been scoped out of the environmental assessment. 
However, a Noise Impact Assessment (NIA) will be 
submitted with the application. 

Can you put in less solar panels? We have a grid offer from National Grid of 49.9MW, 
which we need to be able to meet. As such, we need to 

provide enough solar panels to nmaximime the 
efficiency of  that grid offer. 
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Community 

Will local residents benefit from 
free/discounted energy?  

As the Applicant is not a registered provider this is not 
possible. 

Will there be any other benefits to 
the local community?  

A community benefit fund of £500 per megawatt will be 
put in place, which can be used to fund local projects 
however this is outside of the planning process. There 
will as part of the planning proposal be significant 
investment in the local environment, including new 
walking paths, hedgerows, tree planting, wildflower 
meadow, and habitat features for wildlife. Further, 
where possible, we will use local labour and materials 
for the project, which should represent an investment 
in the local economy.  

What will be the visual impact on 
the site’s neighbours?  

We recognise that there will be some visual impact on 
local residents and are endeavouring to ensure this 
impact is as minimal as possible by providing hedgerow 
and tree planting, which where possible will screen 
views, and where not will break up views of the panels.  

How close will the panels be to the 
neighbouring houses? 

Whilst there is no legislation to dictate the distance 
required for solar panels from homes and building as 
this would be prohibitive for domestic installations, we 
try to keep the impact as minimal as possible by 
carefully planning the location of the panels and 
introducing additional hedgerow planting to further 
enhance biodiversity and help mitigate the impacts of 
the development. 

How will this affect the Area of 
Heritage Sensitivity and Public 
Right of Way?  

The public right of way (PRoW) will be protected and 
upgraded. The legal width of the PRoW is 10 feet, 
However the proposed total width of the gap between 
panels will be around 40 meters wide, which to put 
some context against this, is wider than the M40. 
There will be planting to screen both the fencing and the 
solar panels, with the width of the open area, which 
includes the PRoW and private land amounting to 
approximately 30m.  This is available in reference 5.10c 
in landscape report. 
 

How will the community benefit 
fund work? 

This will be agreed after determination of the planning 
application and is not a material consideration related 
to the planning application. Should planning permission 
be granted, we will negotiate with local stakeholders on 
how the community benefit will be held and distributed, 
but our starting point will be to pay the funds directly 
to Lewknor Parish Council.  

Who will benefit from the 
community benefit fund? 

This will be up to the recipient of the community benefit 
fund, most likely Lewknor Parish Council, however, our 
aspiration is for it to fund local projects, especially those 
inclined towards environmentalism and fuel poverty. 

Construction 
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When do you anticipate 
construction starting?  

Should planning permission be granted, we anticipate a 
number of pre-commencement conditions to be put in 
place, which we must fulfil prior to construction. We 
expect construction to begin about 6-12 months before 
energisation, around Spring 2027. 

How long is construction expected 
to take?  

This can vary from site to site and based on weather 
conditions, but a typical build time is six to twelve 
months. 

What times of day will 
construction take place?  

Construction will take place within existing legal limits 
(Mon-Fri, 8am – 6pm, and Sat 8am – 1pm) and also 
within any additional conditions agreed with the 
Council if planning permission is granted. 

What is the expected/projected 
daily volume of construction 
traffic?  

The average number of construction vehicles is 
approximately six per hour, with approximately 90 
vehicle movements per day at the peak of construction.  

Where will construction workers 
park during construction? 

Parking will be shown within the site to ensure that 
there is no parking on the public highway. 

How will construction traffic 
access the site?  

Access for construction will use the existing access 
points on Salt Lane and the A40. Temporary access 
gates will be set back by 15 m during construction 
works to ensure the HGV traffic does not back onto the 
public road when the gate is closed.  
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6. CHANGES IN RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK  

 

6.1 Updates to the proposals 

Following the feedback received from the local community, we have taken into consideration the 

concerns raised and have made the following modifications to the proposals: 

Feedback Received Changes Made 
“The proposed solar panels are too 
close to the existing housing.” 

Removed panels to provide a greater buffer from 
residents. 

“Hedges and fences would not 
screen the view from first floor 
windows. Instead of a pleasant 
countryside outlook there would be 
an unrelieved view of Solar Panels.” 
 

Included additional landscaping to screen the fencing 
and solar panels. 

“Postcombe is in the Parish of 
Lewknor but completely separate. 
Lewknor is actually two miles away 
on the South side of the motorway 
and would not be directly affected.” 

Changed the name of the project to Postcombe & 
Lewknor Solar Farm following extensive feedback.  

 

 

  



 
  

7. CONCLUSION  

7.1 As outlined through this document, The Applicant has carried out an extensive programme of pre-

application engagement and consultation. This programme has increased awareness of the plans 
and offered residents and stakeholders opportunities across various mediums to comment on the 

proposals for development of Postcombe and Lewknor Solar Farm.  

7.2 This consultation has both met and exceeded the requirements laid out as part of the NPPF, the 

Localism Act and South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils’ Statement of 

Community Involvement. 

7.3  The public consultation event was well publicised, advertised through the issuing of 475 flyers. 
Emails have been distributed to local stakeholders further publicising the consultation, with 

exhibition materials made available electronically, through the dedicated project website to 

encourage participation and enable meaningful engagement, which has been taken into account in 
arriving at the final design for submission. 

7.4  Local residents and stakeholders have all had a chance to engage with the project team, to discuss 
the proposals and make comments. We have welcomed all feedback received. 

7.5 This feedback has resulted in changes to the proposals throughout the pre-application 

consultation process. 

7.6 As part of the responses received during the pre-application process, some concerns were made 

about some aspects of the proposals, including proximity to residential properties and visual 
impact. The Applicant has sought to address a number of these points in its submitted proposals 

and reassure the local community. 

7.7 Further benefits have also been recognised throughout, particularly the inclusion of additional 

landscaping to further screen the site.  

7.8 The Applicant remains committed to engaging with the local community and stakeholders through 

the application process and thereafter, subject to receiving planning permission. 
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Appendix 1: Pre-Submission Public Consultation  

1a. Consultation Mailing Area 
 

 

475 addresses (460 residential, 15 business). 
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1b. Community Invitation Flyer 
 

1st July 2024 
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1c. Exhibition Banners  
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1d. Feedback Form  
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1e. Website 
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